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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

* Postponed from last week, we will today we will have our
monthly singing and prayer service at 1:30. Join us!

e Next Sunday, Alex Morolez is organizing a get together at
LaFayette Park down the street. Bring a change of clothes
and a lunch and come enjoy time with brothers and sisters!

* Please remember Johnny Martinez in your prayers, he is
receiving dialysis three times a week.

* Laura Claburn has had a couple surgeries recently, pray for
continued recovery and good health.

e Melva Stech continues to recover from a fracture in her back,
pray for her and Curby as they deal with health concerns and
flood aftermath.

e Clark and Lauren Underwood (and Virgil) will be moving to
Corpus Christi this month. Pray for them and check to see
what they need during this process!

* Remember those rebuilding from Harvey: Banks, Benthalls,
Guzmans, Haleys, Hurds, Starks, Stechs, and Washington.

 Please continue to pray for Bethany Moon and Lauren
Underwood, our expectant mothers.

* Keep praying for on-going health concerns: Bob Stark, Deb
Haley, Janice Kimbrough, Jan Cooper, Curby Stech, Laura
Claburn, Anna Miekle, and Pat Butler.

e Sermon Title: The Work of Deacons

SCHEDULE SERVICE BIBLE CLASSES

Sunday: Welcome - H. Banks Luke (Auditorum)
9:30 AM Worship f)ong !.eatlzl:er— R. l\ilr;[éonald e Steve Garrett
11:00 AM Bible Study pening Frayer - « Brian Haley
Wednesday: Lesson - D. Broadwell Ezra/Nehemiah

Communion Talk - B. Ward
Announcements - B. Haley
Closing Prayer - F. Sparks

e John Moon
e David Haley
Classes for children

7:30 PM Bible Study

WHO ARE WE?

A group of God's
children, striving to
maintain the
organization,
doctrine and
worship as taughtin
the New Testament

ELDERS
Brian Haley
Mark Mann
Mike Pharris

DEACONS

Scott Clanton
David Haley
Mitchell Howell
Dan Kimbrough
Jesse Knapp
John Moon

Alex Morolez
Gregory Williams

EVANGELISTS

Daniel Broadwell
Steve Garrett

CoNTACT US
8001 S. Rice Ave
P.O. Box 1029
Bellaire, TX 77402

bellairechurchofchrist.org

DIRECTORY
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danieljady@gmail.com
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Order Out of Chaos

by: Gary Henry (wordpoints.com)

“Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Far be it from You, Lord; this shall
not happen to You!’ But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to
Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men"” (Matthew 16:22,23)

IF IT WERE UP TO US, THE KINGDOM OF GOD WOULD PROGRESS IN A MORE
“ORDERLY” FASHION. We would plan things more neatly. We would make them more
predictable and businesslike. Intrusions, interruptions, and interferences would not be
allowed.

But in reality, of course, the kingdom does not progress that way. With God in control, many
things happen that seem haphazard, if not counterproductive and detrimental, as far as we
can see.

When the Lord began to explain to His disciples that He was going to be crucified, Peter
objected. Based on Peter’s concept of what needed to happen for the kingdom to be
established, the death of the King didn’t seem like a very good idea. But rather than gently
correct Peter’s erroneous concept, the Lord strongly rebuked him: “Get behind Me, Satan!
You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of

bH

men.

Why such a strong rebuke? It is an indication, | believe, of how easy it is to deceive
ourselves about God’s purposes. Like Peter, we need to be careful. When we plan for things
to happen in a certain way, is the driving force truly God’s will? Might not the demand for
“orderliness” really be coming from elsewhere?

In our personal lives, there is nothing wrong with dreaming, nor is there anything wrong with
planning and preparing. But we should not hold on to our expectations with too tight a grip
— God may have other plans, plans which seem messy and inconvenient compared to ours.
The wonderful thing is that many of the greatest blessings in our lives come out of situations
in which it seems that our own plans have been frustrated. This is true even when we first
obey the gospel. As C. S. Lewis said, “Every story of conversion is the story of a blessed
defeat.” That being so, we should not be surprised that, after our conversion, God graciously
vetoes our “legislation” from time to time. So, yes, we need to plan . . . but we also need to
yield gladly when God has other plans.

“God’s order comes in the haphazard, and never according to our scheming and planning.
God takes great delight in breaking up our programs” (Oswald Chambers)



