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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

* Please pray for Johnny and Dora Martinez. They travelled to
Kansas for the promotion ceremony of their son, Eloy, and
when they got there Johnny went to the ER. He is currently in
ICU and they are getting him stable enough to travel home as
soon as possible. He will start dialysis when gets back.

Melva Stech has a fracture in her back and is in a lot of pain.
Please pray for her and Curby as they deal with health
concerns and flood recovery.

Laura Claburn will have surgery on Tuesday, after having
had surgery last week. Pray for the surgery and her health.

Several are traveling, including the Martinez (Kansas) and
Pharris (three week trip to New Zealand) families.

Pat Butler recently received a great report from her doctor
showing no signs of Lymphoma! Praise God!

* Remember those rebuilding from Harvey: Banks, Benthalls,
Guzmans, Haleys, Hurds, Starks, Stechs, and Washington.

e Pray for our expectant mothers: Bethany Moon, Janine
Niyonkuru, and Lauren Underwood.

e Keep praying for on-going health concerns: Bob Stark,
Deb Haley, Janice Kimbrough, Jan Cooper, Curby
Stech, Laura Claburn, Anna Miekle, and Pat Butler.

e Sermon Title: The Kings Reception
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Heedless Hearers
by: Gary Henry (www.wordpoints.com)

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does
the will of My Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21)

WHATEVER WE KNOW OF GOD’S WORD, WE MUST CARRY OUT THAT KNOWLEDGE IN
OUR ACTUAL DEEDS. That may sound like a worn-out cliché, but all of us need to be
reminded about the connection between hearing and doing. Because copies of the Scriptures
are easily available and the media of communication have become so efficient, most of us
know far more about the contents of the Scriptures than many of our most studious
ancestors. But what is the result? If we hear what God has said but do nothing about it, our
superior knowledge will be of little profit in the long run. “Not everyone who says to Me,
‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven,” Jesus said, “but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven.” We must not be heedless hearers.

If our response to God’s truth is not as prompt as it should be, it will hardly help to say that
we’ve merely been neglectful. The problem of neglect happens to be one of the worst
problems in the world. While it may seem relatively harmless in comparison to some vices,
neglect is responsible for some of the most awful suffering in the human race. The damage
that is done by simply failing to act may grow so slowly that we don’t see it increasing, but in
the end, the cumulative effect is devastating. Solomon said, “Because of laziness the building
decays, and through idleness of hands the house leaks” (Ecclesiastes 10:18). And however
sad it may be to observe a house that has fallen into ruin, it is even sadder to see a human
life that has caved in because of neglect.

Is it any wonder we don’t find our spiritual lives more rewarding than we do? When we fail
to act on our knowledge, there is little we can experience except the flat, dull taste of “what
might have been.” Dorothy Kerin was exactly right when she said, “Obedience is the key that
unlocks the door to every profound spiritual experience.” Nominal Christianity has
proliferated in the modern era. Many are those who wear Christ’s name. But to all who have
“accepted” Christ, Paul’s words are a sobering reminder concerning real discipleship: “As you
have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him” (Colossians 2:6).

“What we think of, what we know, or what we believe is, in the end, of little consequence.
The only thing of consequence is what we do” (John Ruskin)



