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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

e Let’s not forget those with storm/flood damage: Banks,
Benthalls, Garretts, Guzmans, Haleys, Hurds, Knapps,
Kruegers, Starks, Stechs, Walker, and Washington.
Pray, encourage, and find out what can be done to help!

Pat Butler received a great report from her doctor
showing no signs of Lymphoma, praise God!!

Bethany Moon is dealing with several complications
related to her pregnancy. Also, remember Lauren
Underwood, our other expectant mother.

The Manns and Coopers are out of town.

Keep praying for on-going health concerns: Bob Stark,
Deb Haley, Janice Kimbrough, Jan Cooper, Curby
Stech, Laura Claburn, Anna Miekle, and Pat Butler.

Sermon Title: Sharing the Gospel (Part 2)
Calendar Items:
* Our monthly singing and prayer is today.

* No ladies class next Saturday due to an event in
Columbus, TX - Sisters Inspiring Sisters. If you're
interested in joining us see Shannon Morolez!

SERVICE

Welcome - A. Morolez

SCHEDULE BIBLE CLASSES

Sunday:
9:30 AM Worship

11:00 AM Bible Study

Wednesday:
7:30 PM Bible Study

Song Leader - R McDonald
Opening Prayer - S. Clanton
Lesson - D. Broadwell
Communion Talk - J. Knapp
Announcements - M. Pharris
Closing Prayer - TBD

Luke (Auditorum)

o Steve Garrett

e Brian Haley
Ezra/Nehemiah

¢ John Moon

e David Haley
Classes for children

WHO ARE WE?

A group of God's
children, striving to
maintain the
organization,
doctrine and
worship as taughtin
the New Testament

ELDERS
Brian Haley
Mark Mann
Mike Pharris

DEACONS

Scott Clanton
David Davila
David Haley
Mitchell Howell
Dan Kimbrough
Jesse Knapp
John Moon

Alex Morolez
Gregory Williams

EVANGELISTS
Daniel Broadwell
Steve Garrett

CoNTACT USs
8001 S. Rice Ave
P.O. Box 1029
Bellaire, TX 77402

bellairechurchofchrist.org

DIRECTORY
UPDATES

Email:
danieljady@gmail.com
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Learning to Love Our Father’s Desires
by: Gary Henry (www.wordpoints.com)

‘Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work'” (John 4:34).

ONE OF THE HIGHEST REASONS FOR DOING WHAT IS RIGHT IS THAT WE DESIRE TO BE
EXACTLY WHAT OUR FATHER WANTS US TO BE. We do this not for our own sake, but for His.
Because we love Him and also trust Him, we love whatever He desires for us.

Loving our Father’s desires does not come naturally. We have to learn this kind of love. The much
easier thing is to love what we want for ourselves, and then love what God wants for us only insofar
as it coincides with our predetermined wishes. In fact, we often go so far as to decide what God’s will
is based upon nothing more than what we want that will to be.

Because of our entrenched habit of self-centered thinking and selfish choosing, learning to do God’s
will for God’s sake requires that a war be waged. Our unruly mind must be subjugated to His mind.
And the reason for this is not merely arbitrary. As natural as it feels to think self-centeredly,
selfishness actually runs counter to the laws of nature. Our demands are in rebellion against reality
— they’re a futile attempt in the short run to violate principles that are inviolable in the long run.
Selfishness is a revolt against the way the world works, a childish effort that simply can’t succeed in
the end. Thus, before it’s too late, our thinking needs to be brought into subjection to the truth about
how things really are, and Paul speaks of “casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of

Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5).

The more we come to trust God’s wisdom and love, the more we’ll be eager to subordinate our
desires to His. Our love for Him will draw us into a deeper longing to act according to His will. The
apostle John wrote, “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His
commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3). Ultimately, being “pure in heart” may mean this
very thing: not only to want “one thing” ourselves, but lovingly to want the same “one thing” that is
God’s own desire.

“You may grow so to follow His voice that even your thoughts will be brought ‘into captivity to the
obedience of Christ.” This bondage is perfect freedom, for we desire, He and we, only one and the
same thing, and the true heartlove makes it all joy to follow, even if the path is narrow and
rough” (Lilias Trotter)



