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“By Grace You Are Saved Through Faith”

God’s word tells us, "For by grace are you saved through faith,
and that not of yourself; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9). God’s grace is
unmerited favor He gives to undeserving man. One can never do
enough to earn salvation. Salvation is a gift from God that one
does not deserve.

But the Bible says, "For the grace of God that brings salvation
has appeared to all men" (Titus 2:11). Since the grace of God has
appeared to all men, does this mean that all people will be

saved? No. Man’s salvation is not by "grace alone", nor is
salvation by "faith alone". There are conditions that man must
meet or else all people would be saved.

God’s grace will not save in the absence of faith. Our faith is a
necessary part of our salvation. Our faith must be a live faith and
not a dead faith. God’s grace will not save one with a dead faith
because, "But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith
without works is dead?" (James 2:20). A dead faith is a "faith
without works". A dead faith is useless and will cause one to be
eternally lost. "Faith only" is a dead faith because God’s word
says, "You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by
faith only" (James 2:24). "Faith only" will not justify

anyone. The doctrine of salvation by "faith only" is a doctrine
that originated with Satan that is designed to cause many good
and honest people to lose their souls in the eternal fires of hell. If
"faith only" is all that is required for one to be saved, then the
demons will also be saved. The Bible says, "You believe there is
one God, you do well, even the demons believe and tremble"
(James 2:19). We know the demons who have a "faith only"
belief are not going to be saved.

Even our faith or belief is a work that is necessary for our
salvation. "Jesus answered and said to them, ‘This is the work of
God, that you believe in Him whom He sent" (John 6:29). Our
belief in Christ is a work of God. Salvation is not by "grace
alone", nor is it by "faith alone, as some falsely claim. Salvation
is by God’s grace, but when does one’s salvation occur?
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in the New Testament.
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The Bible says concerning Jesus that, "He became the author
of eternal salvation to all who obey Him" (Hebrews 5:9). Our
salvation occurs when we obey the Lord. He has only
promised to save those who obey Him. If we believe in Jesus
we are going to believe and do all He says. If we don’t believe
in Jesus we will not do what He says. Jesus says one cannot
go to heaven unless he "does the will of My Father in heaven"
(Matthew 7:21). God’s grace will only save man when he does
God’s will. Faith saves when one’s faith and confidence in the
Lord causes one to do what Jesus says one must do in order to
be saved.

What is God’s will for us so we can be saved and go to
heaven? If we really believe in Jesus, we are going to do all
that He says, how He says, when He says, and for the reason
He says. When one believes and does what Jesus says in Mark
16:16, "He that believes and is baptized shall be saved" then he
will be saved. One needs help to misunderstand what Jesus
says here. According to Jesus, one must both believe and be
baptized to be saved.

There are many who say that baptism has nothing to do with
salvation. This contradicts what Jesus says and shows that
they do not believe in Him. They say when one "accepts Jesus
as his personal savior and says the sinners prayer" he is

saved. Then a week or so later he is baptized, but not to be
saved since he thinks he is already saved. If this is the case
then one still has every sin he has ever committed and is still
lost. Doing what man says cannot save us. Judgment Day will
be the beginning of a continuous eternal horror for all those
who believe that God’s grace will save those who want to be
saved by "faith only" and not by what Jesus says. One’s faith
must be an active and obedient faith if he expects to be saved
and go to heaven.

- Ron Boatwright
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MORNING LESSON
Buddy Payne

Welcome — H. Banks

Hymn Director - M. Krueger
Opening Prayer —J. Tom
Morning Lesson — B. Payne
Lord’s Supper Lesson- M. Pharris
Announcements — M. Miles
Closing Prayer - D. Haley

Jack Smith
Steve Garrett

Brian Haley
Mark Mann
Matt Miles
Mike Pharris
Jack Smith

Scott Clanton
David Davila
Dan Kimbrough
Jesse Knapp
Alex Morolez
Gregory Williams

Messianic Prophecies — Robert
McDonald

Auditorium

| and Il Samuel — Jack Smith
Room 102

Graded classes for children

email: clanton4 @gmail.com
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“The High Road”

The road I've traveled the past few years
Is broad and easy but full of tears.

It beckons gaily, yet brings no hope

For peace of mind or a way to cope.

It says so subtly, Come follow me,

I'll take you places you want to see.

The road leads nowhere, and paved with
lies,

Deceives the heart and destroys the prize.

Now over yonder there lies a road
That's built with promise to ease the
load.

The way is narrow and sometimes
steep

Where mountains rise up from canyons
deep.

There's joy and blessings for those who
dare

To tread its pathway each step with
care.

The sun shines brightly and flowers
bloom,

While birds sing sweetly dispelling
gloom.

I'll pray for courage to change my
course,

The Lord forgives and provides the
source.

My family beckons and points the way,
Their love will follow my steps each
day.

I'll chart the high road that winds
above,

The Lord calls softly with tender love.
I'll take the hand He holds out to me
And trust His wisdom to set me free.

-F.L. Booth
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Continue praying for those of our
number who have on-going health
issues. Deb Haley, Janice
Kimbrough, Jan Cooper, Curby
Stech, Laura Claburn and Don Hurd.

Again we give thanks for our good
health - Nothing "new" to

mention. One note about myself: |
will probably have a black eye this
Sunday. Had a little spot removed on
Thursday. No problems with it
except the healing process.

This is one of our busy

weekends. Youth devo after services
today. It will be at Barbara's house.
Ladies class meets this afternoon at
1:30. Please check the schedule for
providing food for the youth devo as
well as the speaking schedule. On the
bulletin board in the back.

We welcome Buddy Payne to
Bellaire today. He was in the area
and Steve asked him to speak for us.
He has been here several times
before, so is well known to us.

Remember our gospel meeting next
Friday thru Sunday, April 22-24. It
should be a wonderful weekend for
us. Good preaching in a great
company of people.
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