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“The Second Time Around” 
Ah, the joy of something new! 
There’s nothing quite like it. Some 
new product that works better than 
the old one. Some new way to get 
there faster. Some new fidelity to 
make it sound better. Some new 
wrench that works smoother. Some 
new machine that’s stronger. Some 
new story that tickles your fancy. 
Some new drug that makes your 
health problems easier to bear. 
There’s just something special about 
new stuff.

One of the best of all new things is 
new beginnings, the sheer joy of just 
being able to start over. I used to 
work math problems until I just got 
totally frustrated. In desperation, I’d 
wad the paper up, throw it at (notice, 
I said at) the trash can, and just start 
over again. A clean sheet of paper is 
a beautiful thing. It’s just great to be 
able to start over.
You’ll usually do it better the second 
time around.

Forgiveness makes possible the 
most beautiful of all new beginnings. 
Forgiveness means a new start, a 
new page, a new chapter to write. 
Forgiveness means that what was 
there before–sin with all its guilt–is 
no longer present, that sin–that 
which once blighted your character 
and distorted your view of things–is 
no longer present. It’s gone. It’s 
been sent away. Never to return. It’s 
like having a new sheet of paper.
When a person–one with faith and a 
penitent heart–is baptized into Christ 
(I Corinthians 12:13), he becomes a 
new creature, a new creation. His 
old person is taken away and he is 
made new (Romans 6:3-7). Paul 
talks about our becoming "new 
creatures in Christ." Hear him: 

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature; old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become 
new" (II Corinthians 5:17). In other 
words, when a man obeys the gospel of 
Christ, he becomes something entirely 
new, a new creation, one forgiven and 
clean, one totally devoid of his old sins. 
They’ve all been washed away. It’s as if 
they never existed. What a joy to know 
that when God forgives, He forgets. It’s 
the best of all new things, the first and 
most important of all new beginnings, 
forgiveness is.

But a new beginning is just that–a new 
beginning. Now you have to get on with 
this new life. There is learning to be 
done, corrections that need to be made 
in all your courses of life, new focuses 
to be engaged, new horizons to view, 
new determinations to be made, a new 
hope to embrace. "Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmove-able, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord." We have to press on toward the 
mark, abound in the work of the lord, 
make our calling and election sure, 
work out our own salvation (Philippians 
3:12-14; II Peter 1:10; Philippians 2:12). 
The new beginning is just the start of all 
we now have to do.

Paul puts this new beginning into a 
proper focus when he says, "For our 
conversation ("citizenship," NKJV) is in 
heaven; from whence also we look for 
the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: who 
shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is 
able even to subdue all thing unto 
himself.  (Continued on back)
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Morning Lesson 
Steve Garrett

Evening Lesson 
Steve Garrett

News and Notes:  
Continue praying for those of 
our number who have on-going 
health issues. Deb Haley, 
Janice Kimbrough, Jan Cooper,  
Curby Stech, Laura Claburn 
and Don Hurd.

Keep Harold and Curby in your 
prayers. They should be going 
home soon, but the recovery 
isn't complete.

Last Wed. night was Morgan's 
last regular worship with us. 
She is moving to College 
Station to do her internship/
residency.  Last step in her 
formal education and training. 
Congratulations to her on this 
accomplishment. It's been 
wonderful to have her with us.

Welcome home to the campers. 
Most can take a couple of days 
to recover.  I'm out of town 
today. In Alabama celebrating 
big birthdays for several in our 
family. Anita and I will return on 
Wed. Don't know if we'll make it 
home in time for Bible Study.

ASSIGNMENTS

MORNING SERVICE
Announcements - M. Miles 
Hymn Director  - M. Krueger 
Opening Prayer - L. Williams 
Closing Prayer  - M. Miles 

EVENING SERVICE
Hymn Director  - L. Williams 
Opening Prayer - D. Kimbrough 
Closing Prayer - M. Miles 

EVANGELIST 
Jack Smith                                 
Steve Garrett  

ELDERS
Brian Haley 
Mark Mann  
Matt Miles                             
Mike Pharris                            
Jack Smith 

DEACONS
Scott Clanton
David Davila
Dan Kimbrough
Jesse Knapp
Alex Morolez
Gregory Williams

BIBLE CLASSES
• I & II Corinthians 
• Identifying, Tearing Down 

and Removing Idols from 
Our Hearts. 

“The Second Time Around 
- Continued”

Therefore, my brethren dearly 
beloved and longed for, my joy 
and crown, so stand fast in the 
Lord, my dearly beloved 
(Philippians 3:20-4:1). We’re here 
in a probationary period, and we 
still have lots to think about, lots to 
do, before we get where we’re 
going.

And so, it behooves each of us to 
make our new beginning all that it 
was intended to be. Let’s be 
workers for the Lord. It’s the only 
life that makes any sense. And it’s 
the only way the new beginning 
can have any real worth in our 
lives.

Dee Bowman

———————————————

Were Moses alive today, the Ten 
Commandments would be known 
as the Ten Best Practices, 
presented in PowerPoint and 
followed by 40 years of status 
meetings.
- meetingboy.com

Peace. It does not mean to be in a 
place where there is no noise, 
trouble or hard work. It means to 
be in the midst of those things and 
still be calm in your heart. 
- Unknown

Coincidence is God's way of 
remaining anonymous.
- Albert Einstein
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