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"UNSKILLFUL"

"For when for the time you ought to be teachers, you have need that one teach you again which are the first principles of
the oracles of God; and are such as have need of milk and not of strong meat. Foreveryone that uses milk isunskillful in
the word or righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongs to those that are of full age, even those who by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil."Inthese verses (12-14) from Hebrews five the
writer reproaches the Christians who had not matured in Christ. They were unskillful in the word of righteousness and
consequently, unableto "discern both good and evil."

Itisaterriblethingnottobeabletotellthediﬁ"erenoebetweengoodandevil.Andwhenmchignorance isselfinflicted,
"Woetothemthatcallevilgoodandgoodevil;thatputdarkncsforlight,andlightfordarkn&ss,thatpmbitterfor
sweet and sweet for bitter! Woe to them that are wise in their own eyes and prudent in their own sight! Woe to them
thataremighytodrinkwine,andmenofsu'engthtominglesuongdﬁnk: which justify the wicked for reward, and take
~vay the righteousness of the righteous from him! Therefore as the fire devoures the stubble and the flames consumes

.-chaﬁ',sotheirmotshaﬂbeasmttenness,andtheirblommshaﬂgoupasdust:becausetheyhaveeastawaythe law
of the Lord of hosts and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel" (Isa. 5:20-24).

Ineach ofthese passages the trouble was the same: men did notknow good from evil because they were "unskillful in
the word of righteousness, " or had "despised the word of the Holy One of Israel." It should be apparent to the Christian
from these passages and others like them that the only standard of goodand evil is God's word. Tragically, our society
uﬁﬁmdmoﬁmysmﬂmdexoemmm,dehﬁsﬁammsomcﬁmwsweptdongmmemovemmt

"Everybody'sdoingit," is the cry of majority rule and "follow the crowd" is often raised by Christians. Andonsucha
basisdﬁngsﬁkeimmod&apparchishoMyinbusinws,ctc.mdc&ndedThoxwhoareskillﬁxlinthcwordof
ﬁghwoumknowthathﬂdeclmememBZ:Mthmemiﬁoedhimselemhemightredeemusfmmall
iniquity and purify unto himselfa peculiar people, zealous of good works. " Peter also said: "Butyouareachosen
generation, aroyal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that you should show forth the praises of him who has
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light..." (I Pet. 2:9). Christians don't want to be like the world which is in
darkness; they have been called into the marvelous light of God's grace.

Frankly, our world is growing crazier by the minute! Ifso-called Christians continue to go along with it, there will be no
degradation and shame to which they do not stoop.

Weneed to getour Bibles and study them, search them, meditate about the Word. We need to become skillful in the
ord of righteousness so we may exercise our senses to discern good and evil. Otherwise, we are going to displease

tne God who loved us and gave His Son for us.

James Ward
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