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GOSPEL RELEVANCY

Isthereligion of Jesus Christrelevant in the enlightened, scientific 21 st century? The answerisa firm "YES", inthe very
same way it was relevant in the first century.

While mankind has made tremendous strides in technical and social areas, such advancement is no substitute forthe
religion of Jesus. Material success has not provided for the spiritual needs of man. The gospel is still the power of God
unto salvation(Rom. 1:16). Nothing has been discovered that will replace the gospel. In fact, material accumulation and
intellectual advancement causes many to feel more keenly than ever the need which can only be supplied by the gospel.
ItISrelevant.

Thisbeing true, the next question would logically follow. If the religion of Jesus is relevant today, why do so many
question the workability of Christianity?

One answerto the question is given by Jesus, "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men
loved the darkness rather than the light; for their works were evil" (John 3:19). Men love the wrong they are doing, and
rejectanything that stands in opposition. They try to come up with their own remedy, and have no respect for God's
will

A second reason should also be obvious. That which is called "religion" today had nothing to do with Jesus. He never
taughtit, nor did the apostles. It can't be found in the Bible. People are seeing a substitute for the real thing. For centu-
ries the Catholic church was held up to man asan example of the religion of Christ. Papal power, immorality in high
places, indulgencesand atrocities of a wide variety were commonplace. Protestantism became the cure for Roman
corruption. But in denominational protestantism there are councils, creeds, eccleastical oversightand control, and many
false doctrinesand practices that make it completely antagonistic to the religion of Christ. Both Catholic and Protestant-
ism generally hold the position that there isno objective standard of authority that is unchangeable by man. Both teach
"situation ethics" which denies the authority of the New Testamentand itsrelevancy to ourage. When people view the
practices of these religionists and listen to such teaching, there is no wonder that they question the workability of Chris-

Forone to see what the religion of Christ truly is, he must go to the New Testament, not to any man-made organization.
When this is done, and the unadulterated gospel is seen, one may pass judgment on whether or not itisrelevant. Inthe
New Testament we find instruction for a proper family relationship, respect for and duty to civil government, an objec-
tive, clear-cut moral standard, and above all else, "the word of faith" (Rom. 10:8). This leads to forgivenessand removal
>fguilt. Whatis here is certainly relevant. The noble desire and aspiration of man's heart can be filled in no better way
than by reconciliation to God and hope of eternal salvation. Thereligion of Jesus Christ needs to be taught and prac-
ticed. Itrelates to every man and woman.




=PM Worship - First Sunday singing - Mark is
in charge ofthe singing.

Please keep the following members in mind who have
difficulty being with usdue to prolongedillness: Dee
Boyd, Doris Norman, Billie Glitsch and Don Hurd.

NEWS AND NOTES: Ifthings go according to plan,
we've been visiting with family and friends all week, so
don't know much about what's new in Houston. There
are a few updates to the directory:

Michael Krueger email - mikrueg@yahoo.com
Joanna-joannagatza@gmail.com

Nathan and Joycelyn Brown

9898 Forum Park Drive, Apt. 6403
Houston, 77036

Phone - 713-774-0820

Lord willing, Anitaand I will be home tomorrow night.

"Nobody grows old by merely living a number of
years. People grow old by deserting their ideals.
Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up interests
wrinkles the soul.” (Douglas MacArthur)

"The ideal is in thyself, the impediment too is in
thyself."

ABOVE THE LINE THINKING

It's time to turn over anew leaf((it's fall, you know) with a
positive focus, and it's challenging. Thisis meantto make
aspecial effort to stop complaining, blaming others, and
keep our thinking "above the line" in spite of disappoint-
ments.

1. Beaware. Recognize your typical paths to below the
line thinking ~ what (who) sparks the tendency. Minimize
yourexposure to them (eliminating those "sparks" alto-
gether may not always be realistic or best). Know that
when you're negative, it'sa complete waste of energy.

2. Bethankful. Regularly reflect onall the good in your life

(people, opportunities, things). Understand and enjoy
howblessed youreally are. Be entitled to nothing.

3. Pause before you speak. Clip the negative as you feel it
coming and putasmile or thoughtful statement in its path.
Blame no one, noteven yourself. Blame nothing.

4. Beaccountable. Focus on solving problems rather than
having them. Set the example for othersand recommit
when yousslip. Care for yourselfand create positive
habits.

"If you have not slept, orif youhave slept, orif you have
a headache, or sciatica, or leprosy or thunder stroke ~ I
beseech you, by all angels, to hold your peace and not
pollute themorning ~love the day." (Emerson)
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