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THINKING GOD IS LIKE MAN

"These things have you done, and I kept silence; you thought I was altogether such a one as yourself: but I will reprove
you, and set them in order before your eyes" (Psa. 50:21). In this Psalm God asked the wicked: "What have you to do to
declaremystattm,ordntyoushouldtakemyoovenMinyommou&?Seehgﬂmtyouhaﬁeinshwﬁonmdastmy
words behind you" (v. 16f) The wicked would offer his interpretation of God's statutes, though he hated instruction. He
would consent with a thief and partake with adulterers. He gave his mouth to evil and his tongue framed deceit. He would
speak against his brother and slander him. Why was the wicked critical, unfair, and immoral? Because he treated God as
he would treat a man. Manhasalwayshadthispmblem.ConsidersomeofthethingswedobeeausewethinkGodislike
us.

l.Mnmhidefrommn,sohethinkshecanhideﬁomGod.AdamandEve"hiddlemselvwﬁ'omﬂ)ep:ueneeofthe
Lord God" (Gen. 3:8). They were not successful. Proverbs 15:3 says, "The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding
*he evil and the good." Heb. 4:13 says, "Neithaisthereanycreamrethatisnotmanifmin}ﬁssiglmbmdlmingsm
aaked and open unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do." David understood he couldn't hide from God when he
said, "Whithcrshalllgoﬁ'omyourSpirit?Orwhiﬂlershalllﬂeeﬁomyourprwencc?Yeathedathtmhidunotﬁom
thee;butthenightshinesasﬂwday;thedarknmandthcligbtarebothaliketothee"(?sa. 139:7-12).

2.Manmdeeeiveman,sohethinkshemdeceiveGod.InActsS:l-lOAnaniasmdSapphiuliedtoGod,butﬂ)ey
were discovered, exposed and punished. In Gal. 6:7-8 the apostle warns, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatso-
ever a man sows, that shall he also reap. For he that sows to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that sows to
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting."

3. Man may be slack in keeping his word, so he is tempted to think God may be like him. However, we learn from 2
Peter 3:9, "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men cound slackness; but is longsuffering to us, not
willingthatanyshmldpa'ish,butdmallshmﬂdcometompentanee."Goddom%eotmttimeﬁkewedo,bmHedomkeep
His word. He never forgets, though things don't happen when we think they should.

4. Man may think Sin is not so bad, so he thinks God feels the same way. God considers sin as a curse. He looks upon
it as darkness, filth, bondage and corruption. God says sin deceives, burdens destroys, enslaves and brings reproach and
shame. "The wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). Sin is defined as "any thought, word, action, omission or desire contrary to
the law of God." We may take it lightly, but God does not.

5. Man may think one religion is as good as another, so he thinks God feels the same way. But Jesus warned: "Enter
. at the strait gate: for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many there be which go in

thereat. Strait is the gate and narrow is the way which leads to life, and few there be that find it" (Matt. 7:13ff).

Let us never make the mistake of confusing God and man.

Condensed from an article by Carrol Sutton




PM Worship - First Sunday singing. Lee
directs.

Please keep the following members in mind who have
difficulty being with usdue to prolongedillness: Dee
Boyd, Doris Norman, Billie Glitsch and Don Hurd.

NEWS AND NOTES: We've had several out recently
with allergy/cold problems. They are better, and hope to
see them today. We also have a couple from out of state
here for cancer evaluation. Tom Wood, who was here
last week at MDA, is at home (Paris, Tx) now. Our
prayers go out for these brethren and their families.
Cancer is both physical and emotional inits impact. God
can help both. Jay Martin's grandmother, Dot, may have
surgery this week. Remember her.

New classes begin today. I'll be teaching the book of
Revelation in theauditorium. Robert willteach Ezra,
Nehemiah, Esther and the "Silent 400 years" inroom 107/
109,

Our gospel meeting begins two weeks from today.
March 17-20. Don Truex will be with us. Hope
you've made plans to be here. Looks like a great
week.

"A perfectionist is one who takes great pains - and

A DIFFERENT VIEW OF LIFE...

What if I had no pain?...1 could not relate to those
who are in agony.

What if I had riches untold?...I could not relate to
those in abject poverty.

What if I was always cheerlul and happy?...I could not
weep with those in the valley of despair.

What if I was always loved by everyone?...I could not
relate to those who are unloved and rejected.

What if I had never lost a loved one?...I could not
relate to the one who has just lost the light of their

life.

What if I had full use of my eyesight?...I could not
relate to the one who has never seen.

What if I was well and strong with full use of my arms
and legs?...1 could not relate to someone who is
maimed and crippled.
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"Alcoholism isn't a spectator sport. Eventually the
whole family gets to play.”

"The way of the transgressor is hard - but it isn't

gives them to other people.” lonely."
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